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Kiribati need for 
parliamentary advocacy 

Address poverty 
• due to limited natural 

resources, aid 
dependency and a 
dispersed population 
 

• Review of national 
population policy 
 



Promote gender equality & 
empower women 

 • Achieved gender equality 
in education.  

• Women’s representation 
of parliament has 
increased!  

 
• National Approach to 

eliminating Sexual and 
Gender Based Violence in 
Kiribati - Policy and 
Strategic Action Plan, 
2011-2021 

 



Child mortality 

Reducing child mortality is 
one area where Kiribati 
with cautious optimism will 
achieve MDG 4 with 
continued donor support. 
Infant 

 



Maternal Mortality 

ICPD Beyond 2014  and MDG issues such as MDG 5 
• Difficult to measure maternal mortality ratio or MMR 

Even one death on the maternal mortality ratio is 
magnified and has a misleading effect. 

•  Progress then is gauged through skilled birth attendance. In Kiribati, with UNFPA 
we have seen a decline maternal mortality especially in the use of traditional birth 
attendants  

 
• More work is needed to improve access to reproductive health services, including 

basic emergency obstetric care. 
 

• More work is also needed to increase Family Planning coverage.  
 

• Family planning and maternal health are part of the Kiribati Development Plan 
2012-2015 
 



Local MPs know the 
problems and the people 

ICPD Beyond 2014 is real for 
Kiribati because it 
addresses our urgent 
needs: 
- Sustainable population growth 
- Urbanisation & waste 
- Family planning 
- Maternal health 
- Child health 
- NCDs and hygiene 

 



Work with Speaker, other 
MPs, Forums, UN agencies to 
get knowledge and advocacy 

skills 
 



We need MPs leading 
their own advocacy 



More advocacy to make 
ICPD benefits stronger 

 
• Kiribati Parliamentarians want to form a 

dedicated Population and Development 
Group 

• Make sure Kiribati has a strong voice in 
regional meetings like this, the Asia Pacific 
Population Conference and all ICPD reviews 

• Work for a joint Pacific advocacy on our 
shared problems and priorities 

• Use our Parliamentary Groups on 
Population and Development to share our 
regional successes 

• We want to revisit legislation in Kiribati to 
make sure it’s best practice and evidence-
based 



ANY QUESTIONS? 
  

ASK the 
Kiribati 

SPEAKER in 
the middle – 
he’s a great 
champion 
for ICPD! 



Te Mauri Te Raoi Te 

Taboma 

Thank You 
  

MARTIN TOFINGA  MP, 

Kiribati 


