Launching of Joint Project by UNFPA, UNICEF, and SPC:
Improving Adolescent Health and Development in the Pacific Region

The sexual behaviour of adolescentsis changing rapidly in Pacific island countries. More adol escents are becoming
sexualy active at increasingly early ages. Therise in sexual activity among youth places them at greater risk for
unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections (STIs), including HIV/AIDS. The vulnerability of youth
in the Pacific is exacerbated by alcohol and drug abuse, sexual violence, mental health problems, suicidal
tendencies, and delinquencies. These problems are further compounded by increasing parent-child generation gaps
and youth unemployment. The changing behaviour and practices among adolescents calls for concerted action to
protect the physical and psycho-social well-being of adolescents and includes the need to protect them from
unwanted pregnancy, unsafe abortion, sexually transmitted infections (STIs) including HIV/AIDS, and al forms of
sexual violence and abuse.

In response to these issues, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) have joined forces for the first time in the Pacific to
develop ajoint project to improve Adolescent Health and Development in the Pecific region. The project isjointly
funded by UNFPA and UNICEF (US$1,063,500) and implemented by SPC for an initial period of two years from
2005 — 2006 covering fourteen Pacific 1sland countries: Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati,
Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tokelau, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

Although considerable achievements have

been accomplished in recent years through

UNFPA and UNICEF initiatives, more

effort is required to further expand

activities and ensure sustainability. In

recognition of this, the joint project aims

to promote the health and development of

Pacific youth by providing information,

education, life skills and services relevant

to adolescent development and needs; as

well as emphasising responsible behaviour

and practices to prevent teenage

pregnancy, sexually transmitted infections

(I-r) Ms. Gillian Mellsop (UNICEF Representative), Dr. Jimmy Rodgers (SPC) including HIV/AIDS and other related
and Mr. Najib Assifi (UNFPA Representative) at the signing of the joint project reproductive hedlth issues. This joint
project to address the hedth and

development of young people in the Pacific is a marked achievement and will enable an enhanced approach to
addressing the wider issues of adolescent health and development in line with the principles of health promotion
under the Ottawa Charter and the Pacific Leaders commitment to health and development in the draft Pacific Plan.

The launching ceremony for the Joint Project on Improving Adolescent Health and Development in the Pacific
region will take place at the UNICEF Meeting room, 5" floor of FDB Building at 11am on Wednesday, 25 May
2005 with the official signing of the project document by Mr. Najib Assifi (UNFPA Representative), Ms. Gillian
Mellsop (UNICEF Representative), and Dr. Jimmie Rodgers (Senior Deputy Director-General for the Secretariat of
the Pacific Community).
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